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appointed by each of the three Courts of King's Bench,
Common Pleas and Exchequer.

The Bill met with a mixed reception: the more liberal
of the peers approved of the scheme, which they con-
sidered tended to remove evils so great that the House was
bound to take some steps with regard to them. It was
strenuously opposed by others, including the Lord Chief
Justice (Ellenborough), who thought it would destroy the
commercial credit of the country. At length, with the
help of various committees, a Bill was finally drawn up
which satisfied all parties. Its passage through the House
of Commons was slow, for it was subject to many amend-
ing clauses. Great public interest was taken in the subject,
and petitions for and against it were presented. The
Common Council of London appointed a Committee
to oppose it, but the measure was greatly approved by
many members of the House. The humane Romilly
remarked that "Had such a Bill passed at the beginning
of the present reign, how much misery might have been
averted! how many hearts now broken down with sorrow
might have beat high with exaltation at having regained
that station in society which they had once adorned and
at having been enabled to fulfil with honour those engage-
ments which, though interrupted by misfortune, had been
rendered impracticable only by subsequent persecution/'
Finally the Commons restored the Bill to nearly the same
condition in which it had come down from the Lords. It
received the Royal Assent on the loth July 1813. Some of
its provisions, however, were found to be unworkable,
and Lord Redesdale prepared another Bill which he thought
would meet all requirements. It passed through Committee
and was reported without amendment.
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